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Articles are used before nouns. 
Nouns can be countable or 
uncountable. For instance:

Countable Nouns Uncountable Nouns
I like oranges . I like coffee .
I eat an apple every day. I eat rice every day.



Countable Nouns:

� A countable noun can be singular (an apple) 
or plural (oranges) but an uncountable noun 
has only one form (milk, rice).

� We can count songs but we cannot count 
music. We can count ceiling fans but we 
cannot count electricity. We can count 
glasses and cups but we cannot count 
tea/coffee or water.



Singular Countable Nouns

� A or An are indefinite articles. They are used 
with singular countable nouns that are 
introduced for the first time. For example:

� I need an umbrella today.

� Rita is a student.



Cont…

� Singular countable nouns cannot be used 
alone (without a/an/my etc). For example:

� I want an apple. 
� She has bought a beautiful dress.
� I am reading a novel.
� We cannot say ’I want apple’, ‘She has 

bought beautiful dress, ‘I’m reading novel’. 
These sentences are incorrect as singular 
countable nouns have been used alone. 



Use of A/An

‘A’ is used before words that begin with consonant sounds and 
‘an’ is used before words that begin with vowel sounds. For 
example: an apple, an orange, an umbrella, a student, a car, a 
bus etc.
‘A/an’ is used when we want to say what kind of person or 
thing someone or something is:
He is a pessimist.
It is a nice day today.
What a beautiful dress!
That’s a nice chair.



Cont…

We use a/an when we say what someone’s job or 
profession is:
Rita is a scientist. Her mother is a doctor and her 
father is an engineer.
I am a student.
Mohan is an advocate.



Plural Countable Nouns

We do not use ‘a’ or ‘an’ with plural countable 
nouns. 

Plural countable nouns can be used alone:
I like strawberries .
Dogs are animals .
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